
Research interests and approach to industry partnering at the ICR

Academic partnering opportunities 

The Institute of Cancer Research (ICR), London, is one of the world’s most 
influential cancer research organisations. Together with our hospital partner, The 
Royal Marsden NHS Foundation Trust, we are ranked in the top four centres for 
cancer research and treatment worldwide. 
The ICR has an unrivalled track record at discovering new cancer drugs and 
medical technologies. The Centre for Cancer Drug Discovery is one of the leading

Relevant technologies (a showcase of some relevant research):
• Targeting ART1 to overcome immune resistance in lung cancer

• CAR-T therapy development for breast cancer and other solid tumours

• Immunotherapy and vaccine-based targeting of drug resistance in HR-defective cancers

• Targeting drug-resistant prostate cancer with IL-23 inhibitors

Expertise:
• The ICR’s research in cancer immunology includes our Centre for Translational Immunotherapy (CTI), 

which is led by Professor Kevin Harrington and Professor Alan Melcher.

• Professor Harrington studies the use of biologically targeted agents, in combination with treatments 

such as radiotherapy, to target cancer cells selectively. His clinical experience includes leading the UK 

arm of the phase III clinical trial for T-VEC, the first viral immunotherapy for cancer to receive approval.

• Professor Melcher is a clinical scientist working on the use of oncolytic, anti-cancer viruses, as a type of 

immunotherapy and is a specialist in melanoma and head and neck cancer.

• Multiple projects are currently running at the ICR that aim to understand why some patients, and some 

cancers, respond less well to immunotherapies than others; identify biomarkers and new targets for 

novel immunotherapeutics; and developing new CAR-T and cancer vaccine therapies.

Spinout(s): 
• Recent ICR spinouts include Monte Rosa Therapeutics, which is focused on discovering and developing 

molecular glues for protein degradation. The company raised more than $250m through its IPO on the 

NASDAQ exchange in New York in 2020.

Preferred approaches to industry partnerships and support mechanisms:
The ICR works with industry to speed our discoveries to patients and is one of the world’s leading higher 
education institutions in industry collaboration. We currently have more than 100 partnerships – from small 
specialised biotech firms to big pharma. We have many types of partnerships – from large strategic alliances 
to small material transfer agreements – selecting partners 
based on whether they have the complementary skills and 
resources to bring a product to market as quickly as 
possible.

centres of its type worldwide and since 2005, has discovered 21 new drug 
candidates: 13 have entered clinical trials, in collaboration with industry. With The 
Royal Marsden, we also run a major phase I clinical trials unit.
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