
Seeking Novel Targets for the Treatment of

Psychiatric Diseases

The Medicines Discovery Catapult (MDC), representing a consortium of charities and global

pharmaceutical companies (“Psychiatry Consortium”), is looking to identify novel research

projects to accelerate drug-discovery in psychiatric diseases.

The Psychiatry Consortium wishes to fund projects of up to 3‑year duration (at £200k-£1M

each) focussing on the identification and validation of novel drug targets to address the

unmet therapeutic needs of people with mental health conditions.

The Psychiatry Consortium will work collaboratively with successful researchers to develop the projects and provide, in

addition to project funding, access to drug-discovery expertise and capabilities, through specialised CRO partners, commercial

know-how and project management resources.

Further information

Disease interest

The Psychiatry Consortium wishes to fund research focusing on novel molecular targets, pathways and potential therapeutics

for mental health conditions, including (but not restricted to) psychotic disorders, bipolar disorder, depression, anxiety, stress-

related disorders, PTSD, OCD, autism spectrum disorders as well as psychiatric symptoms associated with dementia and other

cognitive disorders. In order to be funded, successful projects will meet either or both of the following criteria:

provide preliminary evidence that links the molecular target to human disease, with evidence that target modulation

will have a therapeutic effect

be using or developing tools that enable target validation e.g. “tool compounds” to improve selectivity, potency, or

bioavailability, or biomarkers, assays, or models relevant to disease

Projects out of scope:

Projects focused on well-studied targets and pathways for psychiatry diseases

Projects with advanced chemistry e.g. lead/candidate molecules already synthesised and requiring only in vivo PK

studies, preclinical proof-of-concept studies or IND-enabling studies

Non-pharmacological interventions

Submission information

Please download this  Application Form with Terms and Conditions  to submit an application by 22nd November.

The MDC is an independent not-for-profit organisation working to bring various sectors together and

work with them to turn good science into new, high-value products and services that are used to

improve drug-discovery productivity and deliver impact for patients. Managed by MDC, the Psychiatry

Consortium brings together charities and pharma companies to accelerate drug-discovery in

psychiatric diseases. 
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